
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Literary Analysis V:  Meaning, Tone and Images 
 
Unit Designers: Seth Mitchell & Lynne Gervais 
 
Level(s): Grade 11 

 
Time Span: 8 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will read/view/listen to a wide body of text that explores a common theme in American 
literature. They will learn about the elements that connect tone, language, and meaning within the selected 
texts. The culminating assignment will ask students to apply their learning by first analyzing a piece of 
literature and then writing their own pieces. In both cases, they will identify the tone and enhance the text 
using various forms of media such as images, video, or music. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Reading 
A.2. Literary Texts: Students read text, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, and present 
analyses of fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry, using excerpts from the text to defend their assertions. 
 c. Determine the effects of common literary devices on the style and tone of a text. 
 f. Analyze how meaning is conveyed in poetry through diction, figurative language, repetition, 
 and rhyme. 
 
B. Reading 
B.2. Narrative: Students embed narrative writing in a written text when appropriate to the audience and 
purpose. 
 a. Use diction, syntax, imagery, and tone to create a distinctive voice. 
 
F. Media 
F.1. Analysis of Media: Students analyze the effectiveness of auditory, visual, and written information 
used to communicate in different forms of media. 
 d. Select appropriate media, relevant to audience and purpose that extend and support oral, 
 written, and visual communication. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know common literary devices and elements of figurative language 
 
 Skills: 
 Identify common literary devices and elements of figurative language 
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Enduring Understandings: 
Various forms of text and media can work together to enhance meaning. 
The use of diction, syntax, imagery, voice, repetition, rhyme and tone help to convey an author’s 
message. 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How do diction, syntax, imagery, literary devices, and tone affect a text? 
How do words, images, and music relate? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know what diction, syntax, imagery, literary devices, and tone are 
 Know that images and words work together to create meaning 
 
 Skills: 
 Recognize how an author’s use of diction, syntax, imagery, literary devices, and tone help to 
      convey his/her message 
 Analyze and evaluate the connection between words and images  
 Select media to enhance communication according to purpose 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Select and present media to enhance/support the meaning of written work. 
Write expository pieces that analyze text and defend their media selections. 
Write pieces that utilize diction, syntax, imagery, literary devices, and tone to express personal beliefs 
related to themes in American literature. 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Activity to introduce meaning, tone, and images/essential questions 
Direct instruction of literary devices with examples 
Read, discuss, and write about literary pieces in group and whole class settings and individually 
Construct multimedia projects to demonstrate learning 
Write pieces that convey a specific tone 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Provide more challenging texts to analyze 
Offer the opportunity to analyze a body of work by a particular author for voice 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Crafting digital stories using software like Photo Story 3 or iMovie 
Recording audio tracks using software like Garage Band, iTunes, or Audacity 
Creating slideshows of images with Power Point 
Using digital cameras, video cameras, or the Internet to find/capture images. 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Texts from a thematic American literature group 
Laptops, scanners, cameras, microphones 
Handouts 
Models of exemplary work 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Picture Perfect 


